24l 76

Reilly storms to
Western title

Scotland's  cross-country
selectors have few oppor-
tunities to check on Anglos
such as Laurie Reilly. Nor-
mally they have to rely on
ne results from scuth
of the Border, but an Satur-
day Reilly came north to
reinforce the printed word
with a victpry of impressive

dimension.

Slim, pale, scholarly look-
ing, wearing unfashionable
spectacles, Reilly D“fim the
impression he would have a
struggle lapping a kiddies'
playground, far less the four
circuits sotalling six miles
that an immense field of
runners undertock at Drum-
pellier Park, Coathbridge, in a
quest for the Western Dis-
trict senior champi ip.

Appearances are deceptive,
He is superbly fit. Winner
last week of the East
Lancashire Cross-country
title, Reilly counted ama
his victims Ron Hill
Mike Freary, two of the
North of - England's best-

known faces, Last year on |3

the track he dipped under 29

minutes for 10,000 metres, | &

and his summer obfective is
to beat 28min, 30sec.

Big lead

On Saturday his aim was |}

to stretch che biggest gap
possible between himself and
the rest. The result was
beyond dispute. His ultimate
lead was one of about 173
yards, his runner-up the
familiar, bearded features of
Frank Clement, who had
stayed more of less in third
place throughout, Phil Dolan
{Clydesdale), leader at three-
quarter distance, was third
in 30min. 46sec., six seconds
behind Clement,

Slowly the Scottish team
for the International
championships next month
in Wales is beginning to fall

By RON MARSHALL

together. Reilly looks cer-
tain of selectiod for che third
guccessive year, Jan Stewart,
Andy McKean, [im Brown,
and Alistair Hutton are also
comfortably placed. The
battle for the four remain-
ing places will be finally
semtled at the mational
championships on 5t
Valentine's Day. To be sure,

no love will be los: on the

course that alternoon.

Springburn Harriers con-
tinue their domination of the
yOounger age groups. !'tf!i:m:ﬂ.-l."s.ﬁ
Murcay, Williamson, and |
Barr were top of the class in
the youths', senior boys’, and
junior boys' events, ough
only one team racg brought
Springburn victory.

The championships were
held with che considerable
assistance of Monklands Dis-
triet Council and
Valley A.C. Results:
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Reilly beats
Clement
on last lap

Laurie Reilly (Victoria Park
AAC) returned from studies at
Manchester University to score
an impressive victory, in 30min
17sec, in the Western District
six-mile cross-country cham.
pionships at Drumpellier Park,
Coatbridge.

Reilly was the early leader,
shadowed by Philip Dolan
{Clydesdale ~ Harriers) and
Frank Clement (Bellahotston
Harriers) for most of the race.
He proved the stronger on the
last lap, breaking clear to win
by 130 yards from a Surpris
ingly strong Clement, the
British mile record holder,
30min 14sec who got the befter
of Dolan (30-48) in the last
half-mile.

Shettleston Harriers, who
included Lachie Stewart on the
comeback trail. won a close
team contest seoring 130 points
to narrowly defeat the holders,
Victoria Park (133) with Cam-
buslang Harriers 224 points in
third place.

Adrain ‘Weatherhead (Edin-
burgh AC) has a habit of
picking his races carefully,
especially in cross-country; but
when he does turn out he
usually wins. On Saturday he

Scotland's Nat Muir won the
junior cross-country race at
the 2Ist International San
Sebastian meeting ' in  Spain
vesterday.

—————

decided that due to his Jack of
speed training recently he
would concentrate on the East
of Scotland race at Cupar
rather than the 1500 metres at
the national indoor champion-
ships at Cosford although his
long-term aim is selection over
that distance for the Olympics,

Weatherhead left no-ome in
any doubt of his ability over
the country however, with a
decisive win. He opened up a
lead of 60 vards over the first
of three laps. widened it to
nearly 150 after the second,
and eased off to win hy 80
yards from Dundee University's
Paul Kennev at the finish.
Weatherhead covered the six
miles course in 29min 33sec..

RESULTS

Seplor sixamile race = 1. A. Welll-
rrhead (Edinburgh AC). 2Bmin 53sec: 1.
P. Kraaey (Dund=e Unlversity). 50-6: 3.
D. MacGregpor (File ACH. 530-17. Team
raee = 1, Edinburnh AC 1. 6. 7. &,
11. 151, 49 points; 2, Edinburgh Uni-
versin. 148: 3.  Edleburah  Sowthern
Harrbere. 1957, Youths' [nur-mile race =
1. D. Ross (Edinbirgh ACH 21-40; ]
1. Walker {Aberdern AC), 2L.2: 3. R.
Adame  (Fatkirk  Victoria), 22-B. Team
race — Central Region C. B8 2.
Edinhurgh AL, 29: 3, Absrdeen AC.
4%

%, Senior bovs (& milesh = 1. L.
Mume iTeviotdale Harcrlersd. 18-14.
Team race — Tevictdale Junior Bess id
nafle=i = . 1. 5Suel (Eginburgh
Soithernl, Team race = 1. Falkirk Vie
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Hislop protest

endorsed by
TV replay

Viewers of BBC Television in Scotland—who missed most
of the best action from Cosford due to the indoor hockey
being screened at the same time—were deprived of a chance
to judge for themselves one of the most controversial
decisions of the British Indoor Athletics Championships on
Saturday.

Drew Hislop (Edinburgh
Southern) winner of the Cos-
ford Game3 event a fortnight
ago was placed sixth, a deci- .
sion greeted with disbelief by
the Scots in the arena. A pro-
test did result in a change of
mind by the judges but only to
fifth, though Hislop was given
the same time as the winner
Chris Monk, and the runner-up
Les Piggot (Garscube).

Viewers in England had mo
doubts, however, that Hislop
was no worse than third, a
view confirmed by the BEC
commentating team with the
aid of a replay. :

The decision was a vital one
as Hislep has never been
capped and the first two will
almost certainly go info the
team for next Saturday's inter-
national against East Germany.
As it is, Piggot, at 33, has
probably fought his way back
into the team — a fine
achievement.

FIRST CAP

In the 200 metres Hislop's
training partner Drew McMaster
{Edinburgh AC) almost cer-
tainly clinched his first cap by
winning by 3 metres in 22.0
secs, a UK mnational indoor
record. It was superb running
on the tight board circuit.

Scotland's other home winner
was Liz Sutherland (Edinburgh
Southerny who improved her
best to 8.3 secs, only a tenth
outside the UK and Common-
wealth best, In winning the 60
metre hurdle, and Anglo-Scot
Mary Stewart (Birchfield), who
has “been clocking impressive
times recently, won the w00
metres in 2 minutes 8.2 seconds,
despite a slight leg Injury.

Scotland’s other medallists
were Myvra Nimmo (Glasgow
University), who must have
been far from happy with her
second place to Sue Reeve in
the long jump, with 20 feet 1
inch; Edinburgh AC who were
second in the junior men's
sprint relay and Ann Robertson
(Central Region) and Chris
Haskett (Stretford) third in
the 400 metres and 1300 metres,
respectively.




Paul Kenney richly deserved his second placae,
fulfilling the earlier promise. There is no doubt
that he uwill be a force to be reckenad with in tha
senicr renks. Paul, of course, took the junior citle
also.

Locel bay Don McGragor on his first run over this
course really looked Ficter and mora purposeful than
for many months. Hopling to make tha UK Dlympic
marachon team for the second clme Don used this
six-mile "sprint'™ as part of his preparacien for
the erial. Ge fought off a fast finishing Willle
pay for chird place with a furious lasc sprint fo
cthe £indish.

Willie Day is also locking well these days. In
this race he beat a host of good much younger
runnars and acr one point near the end looked capable
of carching McGregor.

Edinburgh Southern's Eirst fintsher was that grand
club man Martin Craven in fifth place. With a goed
last lap Craven overtook Doug Guastone and drew clear
with a stremg finish.

Doug. Gunscone was 6th and Danny Knowles Tth,
behind Adrian Weatherhead laid the foundation of
Edinburgh AC's winning team. lan Orten ran inte Bth
place to give Edinburgh University the basis of a
popular second place in the ceam competition. Them
came John Kere (EAC), Graham Laing (AAACY, Robin
Morris (EAC) and Mel Edwards (AAAC) im 12eh place.

A shadow of their usual selves Edinburgh Southern
Harriers wera third, Fife AC Eourth, Falkirk
Vieroria Fifth and Aberdeen AAC sixth.

WESTERN DISTRICT CC CHAMPIONSHIPS
COATBRIDGE, 24 JANUARY, 1973

The feature of these champlonships was the triple
success of Springburn Harriers who took the Junior
Bovs, Senior Boys and Youths individual ticles. In
sddirion they won the Junior Boys team title.

The mesting was graced by the presence of STV
cameras whose limitations necessitated Lawrie
geilly (VP) running his vietory Einish in the
senior race three times no less vntil they got Lt
win the ean® {1 think that's the correct linge).

JUNIOR BOYS

It was all Springburn here with R.Barr winning

in 11.07, R.McIntyre wnd in 11.13, A.Callan &4th
and E.Mard Sth. P.Martin of Clyde Valley split
them up In 3rd place in 11.20. A-Gaughan {5t.Col)
was Gth in 11.38. victoria Park teck second place
gnd Clyde Valley third.

SENIDR BOYS

G.Willlamson was the Springburn here here with a
fine win in 16.12 frem G.Adams (VF) 16.28. A.
Douglas alse Victoria Park in third place pretty
well ensured the team title for his elub. G.Millar
(8t.Col) was 4th in 16,53, F.Steware (CV) 5th in
16.56 and D.Kirk (Dumb.AC) 6th in 17.05. Clyde
Valley took second team place and St.Columba's
third.

YOUTHS

The West district is fortunate toe in having a
nunber of top class youth runners. Among the best

of thess are lan Murray (Springburn), Brian McSloy
{Clyde Valley) and Andrew Smith (Shertleston). They
are at home in the c¢ountry or on the track and being
of similar calibre enjoy the advantages of good
healthy competition beteween themselves.

In the four-mile youth race the three stalwarts
pushed each other te very [ine performances with
lan Murray emerging the winner this time in 0.14.
Brian McSloy who beat lan in the Glasgow race the
provious week, had to be content with second place
in 20.26. Steaplechase star Andrew Smith was a
close third in 20.31.

Strong-going Clyde Valley AC won the team title
with 35 points. East Kilbride were second with &l
points and Shertleston third with 43,

G.Parerson (CV) was fourth in 21.06, W.McDonald
(EEY fifth in 21.52 and ©.Braidwood siuth im 21.535.

-

1AM MURRAY winner of West District Youth title

SENIDRS

Victoria Park's Lawrie Reilly made the journey Erom

Manchester to his native Glasgow to win the ticle.
He is obviously geing ro make a successful trans-
ition from junior to senior ranks and could easily
spark off a revival of Victorla Park's fortunes.

Taking an early lead Lawrie set a hot pace but
found Phil Dolan of Clydesdale a tenacious rival.
Frank Clement {Bellahousten) was always in con-
tention and overtook Dolan with a speedy finish.
pavid McMeekin kept Victoria Park in the picture
with a fime Fourth place Eollowed by Willie
Sheridan (GU) and Jim Burns (Shectleston) who was
the first junior.

Helped by Lachie Stewart in 22nd place Shettleston
Harriers just clinched the title with 130 poincs
from Viceoria Park who scored 133, cambuslang Harr-
iers were third with 224 points.

HONTREAL CLIFF-HANGER

L8 JANUARY 1976 The Quebec Cabinet Minister
responsible for the construction of canada's

Dlympic Games facliicies in Montreal said that the
Games would open on time on July 17. "There is no
question of asking for a postponement of the Games".




